PHASE 1 SONORAN CONSTRUCTION
ENDS AND NEW FITNESS SPACE OPENS

Member Profile
BOB & PEGGY GILDER

“The Ironman Comes to Desert Mountain”
Desert Mountain welcomed professional golfer Bob
Gilder and his wife Peggy to their home in Lookout Ridge
in May 2015. New residents of Arizona, the couple will
keep a vacation home in their hometown of Corvallis,
Oregon.
Bob “Iron Man” Gilder has now taken part in 60 consecutive majors, a Champions Tour record since joining the
Champions in 2001. Winner of 10 Champions tournaments, he’s accumulated 67 Top-10 finishes and 177 Top25’s, and was Rookie of the Year in 2001.
Turning pro in 1973, Bob won six PGA Tour events,
including two Phoenix Opens. One of his most memorable
shots was a double eagle at the Manufacturers Hanover
Westchester Classic. A member of the winning Ryder
Cup team in 1983, Gilder also once won an 8-hole playoff
in the 1983 Phoenix Open.
In 2013, he reached a career milestone when he played
in his 1,000th event (PGA Tour and Champions Tour) at
the Greater Hickory Kia Classic at Rock Barn, becoming
just the 19th player in history with as many combined
starts on both circuits in his career. When asked what are
the biggest challenges he faces on the Champions Tour, he
said, “Keeping your game up in the face of all those new
kids turning 50. The game itself is based on reducing the
amount of mistakes you make each round.” He added,
“There are always physical tweaks to make to your game
here and there, but the real challenge is maintaining the
mental discipline and toughness.”
With retirement looming, the decision of where to reside
was an easy one. Bob and Peggy were already familiar with
Desert Mountain. “I’ve known about the community for
years. While I was on the PGA Tour—during the late 80’s
and early 90’s--I’d often get a chance to come up and play.

Members celebrated the 2015 holiday season early when Phase 1 construction on the south
side of the Sonoran clubhouse officially ended and the renovated fitness and training areas
opened on December 5.
The renovated areas that are now in use include the spacious fitness and training room, a
lower stretching space with a panoramic view of the grass tennis court, and several gathering
spots with comfortable seating at the entry, in front of the refurbished fireplace and across from
the fitness room with wall mounted TV screens. Also brand new is the Youth Activity Center
which is being used temporarily as an exercise classroom. The tennis boutique and desk
are located, also temporarily, in the future quick-serve café scheduled to open in fall 2016. In
addition, a fourth parking lot was built during Phase 1 construction — all four lots are now
in use and will be open throughout construction.
Phase 2 construction on the north side of the facility is underway and includes the spa
and salon, new poolside family locker rooms and poolside adult restrooms, an expansion of the
existing men’s and women’s locker rooms, exercise classrooms and the tennis desk and boutique.
For Phase 2 updates, members can access the weekly Friday blog and bi-monthly e-newsletter on the construction homepage on the member website.

A panoramic view for an inspirational workout

One of three comfortable gathering spaces

NAGONIE GOES GREEN

GOING

green

Starting with the second quarter Spring
2016 issue, the Nagonie will no longer
be hard copy printed and mailed to the
membership. Instead, members can read
the issue online on the member website.
Members will receive a quarterly email
with a link to the newsletter when it
becomes available online. This new initiative will help to reduce operational costs as
well as the unnecessary use of paper and
packaging. Thank you for your support of
sustainable practices at Desert Mountain.

continued page 5
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MESSAGE FROM CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER/GENERAL MANAGER, BOB JONES

DESERT MOUNTAIN ON THE ROAD FORWARD IN 2016
From our Desert Mountain family to yours, we
wish you health, happiness and prosperity in the
New Year. This is our fifth season as a Memberowned Club and looking back on the past four, the
Board of Directors, Senior Management and the
Members together have successfully completed
many initiatives and have reached many milestones outlined in our strategic
plan. In 2016, we look forward to the grand opening of the new Sonoran
clubhouse and will work toward the realization of other goals as outlined in
the strategic plan and supported by Member feedback from the 2015
Member Survey.
While there were many takeaways from the Survey, the Board has targeted
three critical areas in 2016—food and beverage, golf, and communications/governance—in which to improve Member satisfaction, quality and
consistency and to strengthen the trust of the Members in the Board and
Senior Management. We hope you will continue to be active and engaged
this year by attending the town halls and focus groups planned throughout
the year and by participating in the coming election and the Parcel 19 vote.
As you may have read on Page 1, this issue of Nagonie will be the last one
that will be hard copy printed and mailed to the Members. Instead, starting
with the second quarter Spring 2016 issue, Members can begin reading the
Nagonie online only on the Member website. Each quarter, Members will
receive an email with a link to the newsletter when it becomes available
online. Only a small amount will be printed for marketing and real estate
sales purposes. Your feedback in the Member Survey indicated that reducing
paper consumption and printing and mailing costs are priorities not only
for more efficient and cost-saving operations but also to become a more
sustainable community.
Sonoran Renovation Project
Last month’s opening of the south side of the Sonoran clubhouse marked
the completion of Phase 1 construction. Now Members have a state-of-theart fitness and training facility with separate stretching space, new Cybex
strength equipment, new cardio equipment from Matrix, Cybex and Precor
and contemporary (as well as inviting) gathering spots where you can meet
friends and catch up on the day’s news on two centrally-located, wall mounted televisions. In addition, a new Youth Activity Center will provide much
more space for kids when Phase 2 has been completed. For now, the center
will serve as temporary classroom space for yoga and other “quiet” classes.
We hope you’re enjoying the new facility and we ask for your continued
patience on Phase 2 construction which is now underway.
Phase 2 focuses on the spa and salon, new poolside family locker rooms and
poolside adult restrooms, an expansion of the existing men’s and women’s
locker rooms, exercise classrooms, and the tennis desk and boutique, which
are temporarily housed in what will be the quick-serve café opening in fall
2016. However, the Sonoran snack bar is open for business and located near
the white YAC tents by the grass tennis courts. Please continue to read the
weekly Friday blog on the construction page on the Member website and
twice-monthly newsletters for construction progress and updates.
Winter Overseeding in 2016
In 2015-2016 we executed a 4-1-1 overseed plan for the Club meaning
that four courses were completely overseeded (Apache, Geronimo, Cochise,
Chiricahua), one was partially overseeded (Outlaw) and one was overseeded
only on the tees (Renegade). Even though this creates a tight window of
availability during the overseeding process from September 15 through the
month of November, it gives the Members more opportunities to play on
green grass in winter and spring. Our goal is to maximize opportunities to
provide the Members with as much green grass as possible and we are looking at turf practices that would provide more green grass in summer and fall.

2016 Rules and Regulations Booklet
In order to help communicate revised operating policies for Members and
guests, please review the 2016 Desert Mountain Club Rules & Regulations
(watch for an electronic version on the member website).
While we are thrilled that Members and their guests enjoy the amenities
to the extent that they do, the Club rules and regulations are in place and will
be enforced to protect the exclusivity of Desert Mountain and the quiet
enjoyment of the amenities by the members.
Revisions to the Membership Resale Program and Member Referrals
As you may have read in From the Boardroom, the monthly newsletter
from the Board of Directors following its monthly meeting, the Board began
implementation in December 2015 of a minimum membership floor price for
those Members seeking to sell their memberships and exit the Club. When a
floor price is set for the month, Members may price their membership no
lower than the floor price. The Board will continue to evaluate the floor price
with the intent to raise it, as the market permits.
You may have also read in the newsletter that the Member Referral
Program has undergone a change as well. Effective January 1, 2016, Members
who refer their family and friends for membership will no longer receive
individual Club credits when their referral results in an Equity Golf, Equity
Golf-Junior, or Equity Lifestyle membership. However, each time a referral
results in a membership, the referring Member will be entered into a grand
prize drawing for a $25,000 club credit. The drawing will be held in May
2016. The revisions to these programs are intended to increase membership
prices over time and to continue rewarding member referrals.
Golfweek Raters Onsite This Month
In the years leading up to the turnover from developer to Member
ownership, little energy was spent by the developer after 2007 on marketing
initiatives such as Golfweek magazine’s raters program which can help boost
a course’s reputation. Our courses were dropping off the magazine’s “Best
of…” golf course lists (which rely on raters’ evaluations) which made the
Club less visible to prospective Members among the publication’s readership.
However, we have picked 2016 as the year to partner with Golfweek once
again to launch the return of the raters program to Desert Mountain. More
than 40 raters from throughout the country as well as Golfweek editors and
writers will be on property from January 31-February 1. This year, the raters
will play the Chiricahua and Geronimo courses and will evaluate them
by these guidelines: Overall land plan, integrity of design, variety and
memorability of Par 3s and 4s, conditioning, and the “walk in the park” test,
meaning the degree to which the course ultimately is worth spending a
half-day on as a compelling outdoor experience. If you see them on the
courses or in the clubhouses, please give them a warm welcome.
In closing, I would like to thank the many Members who dedicate
numerous hours serving on committees and boards, as Desert Mountain
ambassadors, and as volunteers for many of our signature events, including
the Charles Schwab Cup Championship and the Southwestern Amateur. I
would also like to thank the Members for taking an active interest in the Club
by attending the many focus groups, town halls and office hours, as well as
participating in the Member Survey in 2015. We also appreciate your support
and your patience during Phase 1 of the Sonoran renovation and ask for your
continued patience as Phase 2 construction continues. Because of you, Desert
Mountain today offers a golf and lifestyle experience that makes our Club
one of the most successful in the country today. In addition, I’d like to thank
those who contributed to the 2015 employee holiday fund. Members gave a
total of $443,000 which was distributed to our hourly employees.
Once again, I wish you a wonderful year and I’ll see you at the Club.

www.desertmountain.com

MEMBERSHIP NEWS/NEW MEMBERS

A New Member Referral Program
Nicole Forbes, Director of Membership Sales
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Welcome Our
Newest Members
Steve Abram | Scottsdale, AZ

We begin the year by thanking those who have
participated in the Desert Mountain Member Referral
Program the past few years. We are appreciative of
your trust and support which have been instrumental
in helping to grow Club membership!
In 2016, there will be a modification to the Referral
Program:

Stuart and Ellyn Aynsley | Chicago, IL
Steve and Janis Duncan | Chicago, IL
Tom and Deb Fee | Mendota Heights, MN
Timothy and Lisa Flanagan | Simi Valley, CA
Cory and Patricia Frampton | Carefree, AZ

GRAND PRIZE

Charles and Lorraine Funk | Columbus, OH

$25K

Todd and Julie Graham | South Bend, IN

— DRAWING —

Desert Mountain Members are eligible for a GRAND PRIZE DRAWING
of $25,000 Desert Mountain Club Credit

David and Kathy Heiser | Scottsdale, AZ
John and Susan Henninger | Aurora, IL
Earl and Lori Rose Hightower | Los Angeles, CA

For every referral resulting in a new membership, either through the club OR a real estate
transaction, now through April 30, 2016, referring members will be entered into a drawing
to win a $25,000 Desert Mountain club credit. The drawing will be held May, 2016.

Ronald and Carolyn Hinderberger | Bellevue, WA

REVISED MEMBERSHIP REFERRAL PROGRAM

Paul and Brenda Klister | Menasha, WI

Starting January 1, 2016, individual referral club credits through the Referral
Program will no longer be offered. We will continue for all submissions that
are entered until April 2016, to enter you into the $25,000 grand prize raffle
so please keep your referrals coming! Beginning May 2016, we will make
an announcement for the 2017 Grand Prize Drawing!

Jeff and Sheryl LaGood | Vancouver, WA

Mark and Susan Hynes | Scottsdale, AZ

Daniel and Renee LeGear | Glendale, MO
Edward and Jami Levy | Scottsdale, AZ
Peter and Karen Masso | Phoenix, AZ

How to Participate
Complete the online member referral form that will alert the Membership
Sales division of your nomination. Our team will follow the instructions you
provide regarding how you would like us to contact your nominated party.
Please note that to be eligible for the program, you must continue to submit
an online form for your referral to the membership department. Referrals
that result in a membership, through the MRP or a real estate transaction,
will apply.
Contact the Membership Sales Department with any questions that you may
have at 480-595-4110 or by emailing membership@desertmountain.com

As another year has drawn to an end, I look forward to 2016 with great
excitement. We have welcomed over 120 new members to the Desert
Mountain family this year and over 100 new members through the membership resale program in 2015! I am very grateful for the Desert Mountain
team, the fabulous members on The Mountain, and of course the exciting
new Sonoran Clubhouse, which I know will be a wonderful amenity to
promote for the membership team this coming year and in the years to come.
Please be sure to welcome any and new faces you see around the Club to the
mountain!

www.desertmountain.com

Mike and Jackie McGuire | Columbus, OH
John and Connie McMahon | Sunfish Lake, MN
Jacob and Amy Murdock | Scottsdale, AZ
John Propstra | Phoenix, AZ
Robert Quellmalz | Scottsdale, AZ
Thomas Phillips and Susan Ritchie | Scottsdale, AZ
Dawson Rutter | Boston, MA
Dave and Tracy Sanders | Scottsdale, AZ
David and Ellen Shoenbeck | Cave Creek, AZ
Kevin and Bonita Stewart | Englewood, NJ
Fred and Julie Van Etten | Clayton, MO
Jeffrey and Susan Volk | Scottsdale, AZ
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CLUB OPERATIONS

Culinary Conversation
with Christophe
Christophe Hermine, Director of Club Operations

Happy New Year from the Club Operations
staff. We wish you a healthy and prosperous
2016.
Since last October, I have been asked by many members why do we have
international workers employed in the clubhouses and restaurants. As it is
very difficult to hire and retain employees to work in the food and beverage
industry, we have found that many local people do not want to drive as far
as north Scottsdale due to the location of their home. As an average, our
existing employees live a 42-minute driving distance one way from Desert
Mountain. Job seekers prefer employment closer to their residence. It starts
from the first phone call to our Human Resources department when inquiring about our location, to the locals driving for an interview and saying that
they did not realize the Club was so far north in the Valley. Unfortunately
they decline any employment opportunity we may have available.

Upcoming Club Events
Pahlmeyer Wine Dinner – January 20, 2016
Pahlmeyer started over 20 years ago when former trial attorney
Jayson Pahlmeyer decided to turn his passion for wine into a career
in Napa Valley. After studying viticulture and oenology at the
University of Bordeaux, Pahlmeyer returned to the United States
and produced his first wine (a Bordeaux blend) in 1986. Under the
guidance of Pahlmeyer, and current winemaker Erin Green, this
reputation endures, annually establishing the estate as one of the
finest producers of Bordeaux blends, Merlot, and Chardonnay in
California.

Last August, we toured the Cordon Bleu, Arizona Culinary Institute and the
Art Institute culinary schools to interview and to recruit students/cooks.
Those schools have between 20%-30% less students in 2015 than they had
in the past couple of years. Our market is saturated with hotels, resorts,
restaurants and golf clubs; however, fewer people are interested in working
as cooks and chefs.
With this very big issue regarding a lack of candidates to fill all of our open
positions, we have secured approval from the Department of Labor to
recruit employees who are in the United States on an H2B visa. These
employees come from different parts of the world that includes the
Philippines, South Africa, Jamaica, and Eastern Europe.
The H2B visa program permits employers to hire international workers to
come to the United States temporarily to perform non-agricultural services
or labor on a one-time, seasonal, peak load or intermittent basis.
The H2B visa classification requires the United States Secretary of Homeland
Security to consult with appropriate agencies before admitting H2B
non-immigrants. Homeland Security regulations require that, except for
Guam, where the petitioning employer must first apply for a temporary
labor certification from the Department of Labor indicating that: (1) there
are not enough sufficient U.S. workers who are capable of performing the
temporary services or labor at the time of filing the petition for H2B classification at the place where the international worker is to perform the work;
and (2) the employment of the international worker will not adversely affect
the wages and working conditions of similarly employed U.S. workers.
Usually, our H2B visa staff comes to the United States for a period of three
years. They work at Desert Mountain Club from October to May, leave for
the summer to work in other states, and then return here for a new season.
After three years, they are required to go back to their home country and can
reapply if they wish to come back to the United States for another three
years and are able to pass their U.S. Embassy interview.
Club Operations employs, in the height of season, an average of 180
employees. This season, we were approved for 68 H2B employees, or 38%
of our work force in the clubhouses. If not for these wonderful people, I do
not know how we would be able to effectively run our operations.

BEER vs. WINE Dinner
Thursday, March 17 - St. Patrick’s Day
Outlaw Clubhouse
We will welcome Danny Evans, from Alliance Beverage
and his wife Jessica, from Young’s Market to conduct an
inspirational and interacting Beer vs. Wine dinner. Jessica
is a Certified Beer Server and Danny a Certified Wine
Specialist, both working for competing distributors…
should be interesting as both will try our 4-course dinner
tasting at different times and they will not know what the
other half has brought for the dinner.
During dinner, we will have voting cards made up for each
member who will be able to pick what their favorite
pairing was for each course. At the end, we will tally the
votes and announce which one has won - beer or wine!

FOOD & BEVERAGE FOCUS GROUP MEETINGS
Wednesday, January 27 | Tuesday, March 22
4 p.m. | C/G Sunset Terrace
Hosted by Christophe Hermine, Director of Club Operations
and Executive Chef Sean O’Connell, they will review
food and beverage operations at Desert Mountain. Sign up
online or by calling Member Services at (480) 488-1363.

www.desertmountain.com
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Member Profile

Desert Mountain Club,
#17 Best Places to Work
Keli Greenberg, Executive Director of Human Resources

Each year, the Best Places to Work survey is conducted by
Quantum Workplace on behalf of the Phoenix Business Journal.
Companies self-nominate, but each must reach a minimum level
of employee’s confidential participation to be eligible as a
finalist. The survey contains three open-ended questions and 37
scaled items, scored on a six-point scale from “strongly agree” to
“strongly disagree.” The survey measures employee engagement
based on 10 core areas: teamwork, retention, alignment with
goals, trust with co-workers, individual contribution, manager
effectiveness, trust in senior leaders, feeling valued, job satisfaction and benefits.
Quantum complies the raw data from the survey responses to determine the average
engagement score, then indexes it to a 100-point scale. The overall number
of responses also is factored in. Quantum then ranks the companies within each size
category according to the overall engagement scores. At this year’s event hosted on
December 3rd, Desert Mountain Club, was announced as #17 among large employers in
Phoenix, as the best place to work. Participating in the survey is our way of demonstrating that we are committed to employee engagement and wish to create an advantage over
the competition for the best employees. The results of the survey represents the degree to
which employees willingly go above and beyond in their work, are an advocate for the
company and intend to stay in the future. We are proud of being included in the top 20
and hope to move up in the rankings in the years ahead. When work is awesome, employees are engaged, members are loyal and business is good.

DESERT MOUNTAIN
SELECTED FOR
AGM PLATINUM AWARD
As awarded in 2015, Desert Mountain was once again
selected for a 2016 AGM Platinum Award and the entry will
be featured as one of the “Best of the Best” which highlights
the top 10 entries irrespective of the type of facility.
The AGM received many entries nation wide, the caliber of
which continues to gain strength each year making the competition very close. All entries were judged by an impartial
panel and were graded on new ideas, creativity, adaptability,
revenue-generating initiatives and adhering to the contest rules.
Winners will be recognized and feted at a special program at the close of the AGM Annual Retail
Conference, Tuesday, January 26. The Platinum Awards program will take place at the Orange
County Convention Center in Orlando, Fla.
www.desertmountain.com
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So when Peggy and I decided we wanted to
downsize and move someplace sunny, there wasn’t
any other place we wanted to live.”
Native Oregonians, they first met at party in 8th
grade. Bob said, “I knew right away she was the one
for me.” And she was. Married for 44 years last
August, they have three adult children, Brian
Gilder, a medical equipment sales specialist,
married daughter Cammy Greig, and Brent Gilder,
a police officer. They have nine grandchildren. All
three children reside in Oregon. The Gilders are a
close-knit family, and when not following Bob on
the Champions Tour, Peggy spends a majority of
her time with the grandchildren.
Both graduates of ASU, Bob got his degree in
Business Administration and real estate development (his father was a contractor) while Peggy
received hers in physical education. The Gilders
look forward to hiking the trails and working out
together as well as playing golf. Their favorite
restaurant is Constantino’s. “Both the food and the
views are amazing,” Bob said. “And with the first
part of the Sonoran renovation revealed, we can’t
wait until it’s done.”
With the constant travel of the Champions Tour,
Bob hasn’t been able to pick a favorite Desert
Mountain course yet. “The course I’ve played the
most so far is Outlaw. In fact, I haven’t played
Cochise since The Tradition in ’02.” When asked
what was Peggy’s favorite, Bob was quick to
respond, “Outlaw. She got her first ever eagle on the
10th hole.”
The Gilders have supported many charitable
pro-ams, including The First Tee, a junior golf
program. But the charity that is nearest and dearest
to Peggy and Bob’s hearts is the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation. With a grandson afflicted with CF, the
Gilders are active supporters, joining the fight to
help make CF stand for ‘Cure Found’. Every
August, they play a major role in the Bob Gilder’s
Platt Golf Challenge, a best-ball scramble tournament held at Pumpkin Ridge golf course in North
Plains, OR, where the proceeds benefit the Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation.
World travelers, the Gilders have visited many
countries in Europe, Japan, Korea and New Zealand
while on the PGA Tour. Once settled at Desert
Mountain, they plan on traveling the continental
U.S.--Yellowstone and the Grand Canyon are on
their ‘to see’ list as are the states of Utah, Montana
and Wyoming.
The Gilders look forward to entertaining good
friends they’ve made in Arizona over the years, as
well as meeting new ones at Desert Mountain. “It’s
amazing how many things are constantly going on.
You can be part of it if you want to get involved,
but have plenty of privacy if you don’t.” Peggy is
currently involved with the Desert Mountain bible
study group and looks forward to joining many
new activities.
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GOLF

— GOLF CENTRAL - News and Information —
Mike Scully, Director of Golf

As the calendar turns to the New Year, I want to
thank everyone for a prosperous 2015. We just
recently completed a fall run with the Charles
Schwab Cup Championship, Dos Amigos, Dos Amigas and the Rattler
Invitational all enjoying successful weeks. Patience was tested as we
navigated one of the busiest months The Mountain has ever seen! As we
continue to strive for excellence within the golf operations, my team and I
are happy to assist with any of your needs in an effort to make your
experience more special. I wanted to take the time and highlight a few
topics for the first quarter of 2016.
USGA RULES CHANGES
Going into effect on January 1, there are two items that will change what
will be considered a postable round for handicapping purposes.
• Anchoring Ban – The putter is no longer allowed to be anchored to the
body during the putting stroke. It is important to remember that the
longer putters themselves are not illegal, just the traditional anchored
stroke. This rule will be enforced for all Desert Mountain events and
rounds using an anchoring method will not be postable.
• Rounds played as a single are no longer considered postable. The group
must contain at least two players who can verify score.
NEWS FROM THE HANDICAP COMMITTEE
UPDATE ON THE DESERT MOUNTAIN TINDEX SYSTEM
The Desert Mountain TIndex System has been in place for a few years. The
current formula for calculating a TIndex has been in place since January 1,
2015. The intent is to have the TIndex calculation remain the same for 2016.
What has changed is the software used by the golf staff for administering
golf tournaments at Desert Mountain. The new software, Golf Genius, was
implemented for the Dos Amigos and Dos Amigas tournaments in
November 2015.
This software works directly with the GHIN database eliminating the
need for staff to enter scores separately as was the case with the old
tournament software. The new software also allows the TIndex to be calculated as designed and will include all Desert Mountain tournament scores.
The old software created data issues and/or overlooked some tournament
scores when calculating certain TIndices.
The new software will allow you to review your, or any other member’s,
TIndex on the website (Golf/Handicap Information/Handicap Committee)
to see how it was calculated.

Here is how the TIndex works:
• A TIndex is calculated from actual recorded postable tournament scores
for all qualifying individuals who have participated in tournament play
at Desert Mountain. Those participants who have displayed better
scoring potential in their tournament play than everyday play will be
subject to a TIndex if it is less than their current USGA Index at the date
of the tournament.
How the DM T-Handicap System (TIndex) is calculated:
• The TIndex is based on the last three years of postable tournament round
play at DM. The Desert Mountain tournament staff, utilizing tournament
management software, provides information that updates the tournament score file after each postable tournament round. This file contains
all the tournament rounds (expressed as differentials) compiled at Desert
Mountain. The TIndex will only use the latest three-year period.
• TIndex only applies when you have at least three postable tournament
scores (differentials) in the three-year period. If you have only three
scores, the lowest two differentials will be used and they will be averaged.
• Once four or more Desert Mountain tournament scores have been posted in the three-years, the lowest 50% of the differentials are averaged.
Players who have more than 20 scores would use the most recent 20
(average the lowest 10) for the TIndex calculation.
• Tournament scores are weighted in the TIndex calculation, with current
year scores counting three times, prior year scores counting two times
and first year scores counting one time.
When is the DM T-Handicap System applicable:
• The TIndex will apply to all tournament play at Desert Mountain.
• The TIndex only applies if a participant’s TIndex is less than their USGA
Index being used for a tournament.
Please keep in mind that for the vast majority of tournament participants,
their USGA Index will be lower than their TIndex and therefore, they will
play at their current USGA Index.
• The TIndex calculations are updated semimonthly concurrent with the
GHIN updates. You can see your TIndex and how it has been calculated
on the Desert Mountain website (Golf/Handicap Information/Handicap
Committee).
Please let us know if you have any questions. You can reach us at handicapcommittee@DesertMt.com. Keep it in the short grass!

HALF-PRICE DAYS 2016

UPCOMING EVENTS

Invite your guests out for a great
time and enjoy the savings! Please
call any of the golf shops to book
your reservation or place a request
through ForeTees.

Please sign up for all events through ForeTees or
call any of the Desert Mountain golf shops
• Mountain Madness – Men’s 64 player
bracketed match play tournament. Matches
run every two weeks through April until
an overall champion is crowned.
• Roundup – Couples 32 team bracketed
match play tournament. Matches will
run every two weeks until an overall
champion is crowned.

JANUARY 4 | FEBRUARY 8
MARCH 7 | APRIL 4 | MAY 2

www.desertmountain.com

• Ladies Senior Club Championship –
January 15-16
• Men’s Senior Club Championship –
January 22-23
• Ladies Match Play – January 26-28
• Cupids Classic – February 12
• Couple’s Club Championship – February 27
• CARE Golf Tournament – March 7
• Sunshine Shootout Couple’s Member/Guest –
March 10-12
View the Tournament Booklet on the member
website for a complete tournament list.

GOLF/RETAIL/SHOPPING

New Face at Jim Flick Golf Performance Center
To start the New Year, the JFGPC welcomes Paxton
O’Connor to the team on January 4. Paxton sought out
apprenticeship from Mr. Butch Harmon, who is ranked
by his peers in Golf Digest as the No. 1 Teacher in
America. Paxton began volunteering for programs at
the Butch Harmon School of Golf, assisting Mr.
Harmon and his staff professionals in more than 40 golf
schools annually. In his pursuit to learn more, Paxton was soon observing
staff professionals’ individual lessons and helping Mr. Harmon during his
sessions with clients and tour players (Jimmy Walker, Dustin Johnson, Gary
Woodland, Nick Watney, Brandt Snedeker, Rickie Fowler, Suzann Pettersen,
Natalie Gulbis, and more).
Paxton’s passion to learn has taken him all over the country, wherever he
can meet the brightest minds in the teaching industry and observe them in
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Rich Prange, PGA - Director of Instruction

action. He also has earned certifications from the Titleist Performance
Institute (Level 1, Level 2 & 3 Golf Mechanics, Levels 2 & 3 Junior Coaching)
and U.S. Kids Golf. Paxton feels fortunate to have completed his internships
for PGA of America membership at the top facilities in the country such
as Forest Highlands Golf Club, The Country Club, Brookline, and Butch
Harmon School of Golf.
Having worked with tour players, collegiate players, and amateur golfers,
Paxton believes there’s no one method or swing style for all golfers. Also, he
is driven by how closely golf mirrors life.
“Both invite continuous improvement. Both require the application of physical, mental, and emotional skills to boost one’s performance and allow higher
and higher levels of achievement. The ultimate reward is a sense of fulfillment
and satisfaction, and, most importantly, an ascending self-image.”
– Paxton O’Connor

New Year, New Clubs! Andy Bogus, Shop Supervisor, Jim Flick Golf Performance Center
One of the most exciting times in the golf community has finally arrived! Multiple companies will be releasing new product lines
in the months of January and February. Of all the manufacturers, Cobra Golf is the most anticipated. Cobra will be releasing two
separate lines of woods. The most talked about of the two is the return of the very popular KING line. The KING LTD woods
represent Cobra’s finest “technology without compromise.” Created with best-in-class materials, the KING LTD is the longest &
straightest driver that Cobra has ever created. Most woods have a Center of Gravity (CG) that is positioned above the neutral axis
line. KING LTD is the first wood to get down to the neutral axis line (Zero CG), meaning more distance through higher launch,
less spin and more ball speed. The complimentary line to the KING LTD is the F6 and F6+. The F6 Driver is Cobra’s most forgiving adjustable driver with CG tuning. The dual position ‘front-to-back’ CG weight system allows you to maximize distance through
dialing in your ideal launch and spin conditions. No other all-titanium, adjustable CG driver delivers this combination of distance
and forgiveness in every shot. The F6+ driver is the most adjustable driver Cobra has ever created. You can optimize launch, spin
and ball flight through five different ultra-low CG settings. A front CG position delivers a penetrating ball flight with more roll, while
a back CG position offers a higher, more towering ball flight with greater forgiveness. The result: Optimum distance for your swing.

Birdee Sport is Coming to Apache
Lauren Everett, Merchandise Manager
By way of Sydney, Australia, the Birdie Sport apparel collection is landing at Desert Mountain. Birdee Sport was designed
by two passionate golfers. With strong backgrounds in fashion
design, sport, film and television styling, Birdee Sport’s
designers know how to combine fashion and function.
Designed to be worn in Australia, Birdee Sport offers contemporary styled, high quality, comfortable garments suited for
warmer climates.
Using primarily cotton/spandex blends, Birdee Sport’s
fabrics offer SPF 50 sun protection. Designed for the active
woman, Birdee believes women should look and feel stylish on
and off the course.
Apache is excited to be offering the Birdee Sport line early
this spring. Select from fun animal prints such as zebra and
cheetah, in a sophisticated color palette of black, cream, and
citron. Come to Apache and let us get you into spring in style
with the latest in ladies golf apparel.

www.desertmountain.com

Titleist “Buy 3,
Get 1 Free” is Back!
Bobby Berry, Hard Good Buyer
The best deal in golf is back for more in 2016!
For a limited two-week preview window starting
in early February, and again for a full month
starting in mid-March, when you order three
dozen Titleist ProV1 or ProV1x golf balls, you
get one dozen free! Not only that, but you get
free personalization, and the ability to choose
custom play numbers at little or no additional
cost! Changing your personalization allows you
to place as many orders as you’d like. When you
factor in the unbeatable member pricing on golf
balls, it’s simply too good to pass up! Stop in to
any Desert Mountain golf shop for more details,
or to place your “Buy 3, Get 1 Free” Titleist
ProV1 or ProV1x order.
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FOOD AND BEVERAGE

Valentine’s Day

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Cochise/Geronimo Clubhouse | 6-9:00 p.m.
$75 per person | Jazz Trio
Three-Course Dinner with choice of starter,
entrée and dessert

§

Apache Restaurant | 5-9:00 p.m. | Entertainment
Chef Tim Loving will create featured specials
for the evening in addition to the regular menu

§

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny | Outlaw Lawn
9 – 11:30 a.m. | $32 per person | $16 ages 5-12 | 4 & under free
Breakfast Buffet. Special appearance by the Easter Bunny with photo opps.

Book online or call Member Services at
(480) 488-1363.

Parking will be at the Fairway Office and transportation provided
to and from Outlaw from 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

As the season intensifies, please make reservations for
events and dining whenever possible, either online or by
contacting Member Services. It is extremely difficult for
the restaurants to staff appropriately when there is an
unknown number of walk-ins. Reservations also enable
the staff to provide you with the exceptional dining
experience that every Member deserves.

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
Spring Carnival & Easter Egg Hunt | Outlaw Driving Range
10 a.m. – 1 p.m. | 12 p.m. – Egg Hunt
All ages are invited to join us for the eggstraordinary egg scramble with
over 3,500 eggs! Egg bags will be provided for the egg hunt.
$15 per child | 3 & under free
Join us for Desert Mountain’s annual Spring Carnival. We’ll have carnival
games, inflatable bounce houses, face painting, Mr. & Mrs. Bunny,
children’s trunk show, an Eggstraordinary Egg Scramble and more!
Parking will be at the Fairway Office and transportation provided to and
from Outlaw from 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

LADIES WINE EVENT
Constantino’s Restaurant
6:00 p.m. | $75 per person

JANUARY 18
FEBRUARY 15
MARCH 14
APRIL 11
48-hour cancellation policy
Book online or call Member Services
at (480)-488-1363.

Concert on the Lawn - Young Country | Outlaw Clubhouse
6 p.m. Reception | 7 p.m. Dinner Buffet | 7-10 p.m. Band Performs
$79 per person | $30 per child ages 5-12
48-hour cancellation policy | Alcohol not included

SUNDAY, MARCH 27
Easter Sunday Family Brunch | C/G Clubhouse
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. | $68 per person | $26 per child ages 5-12
Traditional Easter Buffet (beverages not included) Special Children’s Buffet.
Reservations must include ages of children. Alcohol not included.

www.desertmountain.com

FOOD AND BEVERAGE

— RECIPE CORNER —
Constantino’s Veal Osso Buco
Compliments of Chef Zach Johnson

COOKING CLASS SCHEDULE
COOKING WITH CHEF BRIAN
“Farm to Table”
Thursday, January 14, 2016 | Outlaw Kitchen
5:00 p.m. | $68 per person
COOKING WITH KORRIN
“Valentine Chocolates”
Monday, February 8, 2016 | Constantino’s Kitchen
5:00 p.m. | $68 per person

INGREDIENTS: For Braising 6 Shanks with Sauce
6 - 16 oz. Center Cut Osso Buco Shanks
¼ lb.
All-Purpose Flour
1 tsp.
Kosher Salt
1 oz.
Ground Black Pepper
1 oz.
Pomace Olive Oil
1 lb.
Mirepoix (sautéed onion, celery, carrot)
1 Tbsp. Tomato Paste
½ btl.
Chianti
½ btl.
Chardonnay
1 ea.
Thyme Sprig
1 ea.
Bay Leaves
1 ea.
Whole Garlic (Cut In Half)
1 gal.
Veal Demi
1 gal.
Brown Chicken Stock
1 lb.
Cherry Tomatoes
½ oz.
Basil Leaves
1 oz.
Parsley, Chopped
1
Lemon, Halved and Juiced
Directions:
Season the osso buco with salt and pepper, dust with all-purpose flour
and sear both sides in a large rondeau with pomace oil. Remove and
reserve to the side. Then add to the same pan the mirepoix and cook
until caramelized. Then add the garlic, thyme, bay leaf and tomato paste
and cook for two minutes. Next deglaze the pan with the Chianti and
Chardonnay and cook out the alcohol. Then add the cherry tomatoes,
basil sprigs, parsley, veal demi, chicken stock and bring to a boil.
Squeeze the juice of the lemons into the braise and cook the lemons in
the braise for a few minutes, then remove. Turn off the heat and add the
osso buco back to the pan. Cook at 285 degrees in a conventional oven
for 3½ hours uncovered or until fork tender, but not falling off the bone.
Make sure to flip the osso buco every 30 minutes. Leave the osso buco
in the braising liquid until it’s at room temperature, then refrigerate
overnight. The next day warm the braise just enough to melt the liquid,
remove the osso buco and strain the liquid. Place strained liquid over the
osso buco in a new pan and cool completely to solidify the braise around
the osso buco. Heat and garnish as desired.

COOKING WITH CHEF ALEX
“St. Patrick’s Day Favorites”
Thursday, March 17, 2016 | C/G Kitchen
5:00 p.m. | $68 per person
COOKING WITH CHEF ZACH
“Spring in Piedmont”
Monday, April 4, 2016 | Constantino’s Kitchen
5:00 p.m. | $68 per person

SAVE THE DATE | FEBRUARY 24, 2016

Desert Mountain welcomes Jeff Fricke from Rutherford Hill Winery
for an evening of winemaking and blending. Please join us at
Cochise/Geronimo Clubhouse for a reception, wine tasting and
food pairing, followed by a blending seminar. After single
component tasting, each table will be inspired to create and
assemble their own blend. Tables of 6-8 will be competing for
“best blend” and the winning blend will receive a prize!
6:30 p.m. Reception | 7:00 p.m. Action Stations | $95 per person
The victors will be graciously rewarded! Seating is limited.
Please call Member Services at (480) 488-1363 for reservations.

www.desertmountain.com
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SONORAN NEWS/FITNESS AND RECREATION

SONORAN NEWS

Spa

the

LOYALTY PROGRAM

AT DESERT MOUNTAIN

Matt Wooldridge, Director of Tennis, Spa & Fitness
Lauren Lehrner, Boutique & Tennis Progam Manager

Pickleball
Desert Mountain has made the jump into the
world of pickleball. Pickleball is a fun court
sport, which is a cross between ping pong
and tennis. We have set up two temporary
courts on the basketball court at the play
area. Racquets and balls are located in the
boutique. Stay tuned as we will have more
information on the pickleball programming
in the New Year. We anticipate having lessons and clinics to achieve
maximum participation.

Buy 7 get the 8th free
PURCHASE 7 OF THE SAME SELECT TREATMENT
AND RECEIVE THE 8TH OF THE SAME TREATMENT FREE!

60-MINUTE MASSAGE
90-MINUTE MASSAGE
BRIGHTENING FACIAL
MANICURE OR PEDICURE

Men’s and Women’s Open Play
Open Play will be from 9 - 11 a.m. Men will play on Tuesday, Thursday,
and Saturday. Women will play on Wednesday and Friday. This is a great
opportunity to play and connect with your fellow tennis players and
create new friendships.

Spa

t he
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LOYMAINLUTE MASSAGE —
— 60

League Play for Women

ATION
ACTIV
DATE

free

Stop by The Spa
to activate your
card today!

Starting in January, the winter/spring tennis season will begin with
teams at every possible level. League play consists of approximately 12
weeks of play, and with plenty of participation the commitment is
manageable. Please contact Lauren Lehrner for more information at llerner@desertmt.com

Brightening Your Smile
Has Never Been So Easy!

Tennis Socials
Tennis socials are a fun way to meet a wide variety of our tennis
members. All levels are welcome.
February 13 and March 12 | 10 a.m. - noon
Spring Break Camps
Due to the Sonoran construction, and the temporary Youth Activity
Center tenting, we will hold three weeks of spring break camps. Camps
will run Monday - Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Lunch will be
provided. The cost is $35 per day and space is limited. Call the Sonoran
front desk for reservations.
Session 1 — March 14, 15, 16
Session 2 — March 21, 22, 23
Session 3 — March 28, 29, 30
Additional junior tennis camps will be offered after camps in the
afternoon. Email Lauren Lehrner if you are interested at
llehrner@desertmt.com.
Fitness
The new Fitness Center’s equipment can be confusing at times. We will
have a floor attendant available to assist you with any questions. Feel free
to advise the check-in desk that you will require and attendant. We will
be offering small group sessions to explain how
the various pieces of equipment work. Sign up by
calling the check-in desk. Dates and times to be
determined in the new year.

The first thing someone notices about you is your smile. The Spa
is excited to announce that we now offer Teeth Whitening, by
Bleach Bright. This teeth whitening system is a 15-30 minute
treatment that will brighten your smile 2-8 shades whiter. This process
is easy, quick and pain free. Come try it at our introductory rate of $50.
To book your appointment, call The Spa at Desert Mountain at
(480) 595-4350. Call now to book your appointment!

Coolsculpting®
The Easiest Way to Lose Extra Inches
Coolsculpting® is a safe, non-invasive, FDA approved method to lose fat
cells permanently. When diet and exercise alone are not reaching your
goals; Coolsculpting can get you the results you are looking for. Join us for
an open discussion and learn what this technology is all about:
• How does it work?
• Does it work for everyone?

• What areas can be treated?
• How long does it take?

Please RSVP to Member Services at (480) 488-1363 and join us

Tuesday, February 9 | 5:30 p.m. at Sonoran
Presented by Dee Siverhus, Manager Clinical Operations, Contour You-Coolsculpting®

www.desertmountain.com
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CARE HAVANA NIGHT…Oh, Whatta Night!
$18,000 was raised on Thursday, November 12, 2015 as nearly 300 Dos Amigos
attendees enjoyed a Stag Night unlike any other. From Pig Races, to Gaming Tables, to
Dream Dealers, to 19 remarkable Raffle Prizes, to Spectacular Food, Cigars, Rum and
Camaraderie, the following quote could have pretty much been universally delivered.
“This is the best Dos Amigos Night ever. Thank whoever did all the arrangements. I’m
glad our Club does this and I’m pleased to support CARE this way.” We agree!
Delicious Cuban Cuisine was enjoyed by all

Getting ready to play a little Blackjack

Gathering for Post Time!

Hamlet is about to beat Miss Piggy, Kevin Bacon, and Arnold Schwarzen-hoger…by a snout!

THE CARE HOLIDAY MARKET Why CARE is so important to you…
Cancer touches virtually every Desert Mountain property owner because, today one-third
2015 WAS HOT!
of all Americans die of complications from this nefarious disease. Thirty-Three percent! 19

Hundreds of ladies had a blast shopping and socializing on
December 2. Santa added a certain fire to the festivities. Chef Sean years ago, three brave Desert Mountain cancer survivors decided to do something about
this and started CARE, raising over $5 million for cancer research since then. Be assured
and Chef Alex outdid themselves with a delectable lunch.
that CARE dollars are unique…for two reasons.

• First, because of the all-volunteer nature of CARE, there are zero administrative payroll
expenses - so the efficiency of each dollar you donate is incredibly leveraged versus
other ways of donating.
• Second, the Volunteer Leadership of CARE is drawn from the magical pool of talented
Desert Mountain men and women whose amazing personal and professional experiences yield very smart decisions. We’re demanding huge bang for CARE bucks by
directing that our dollars be treated like seed investment dollars in supporting
early-stage research by the promising young clinician-scientists at Mayo Clinic Arizona
and HonorHealth (the new corporate name of Scottsdale Healthcare).
Bobbi Winter, Karyn Grant, Patti Durkin & Jill Porcellato

CARE 2016 is Now…
By popular demand, the three formats from the CARE golf event of
last March return in 2016.
“Richest Day In Golf” returns, but this time Chiricahua will be set
up as an 18-Hole Par 3 Course with some holes much shorter
than last year and with a total available prize package exceeding
$1,000,000.
Or, choose: “Go Geronimo!” or “Cochise Like Never Before”
The dates are Monday, March 7 for Golf/Dinner/Auctions and
Tuesday, March 8 for the Spring Fling. If you want to assure
yourself a slot, become a CARE STAR now or be quick-to-respondto The 2016 Invitation, coming in January.

The result is breakthrough progress that may help you and your family members. For
example, right now, CARE dollars are energizing what most consider the current cutting
edge of cancer research, Personalized Medicine. To explain, not all tumors share the same
molecular characteristics and, therefore, do not respond to treatment in the same way
even though they come from the same tissue. By applying new advances in molecular
biology and genomics, molecular-level diagnoses can be made and tumor-to-tumor
targeted-therapy can result. From breast cancer, to prostate cancer, to all cancers. We
understand that these new ideas will go through stringent trial and error protocol and not
all will eventually succeed – but those that do will change the world for cancer patients
and their families! And that, friends, is why CARE is so important to you.

Your CARE STAR Opportunity Awaits…
Recently you received in the US Mail, a letter explaining all the benefits you’ll receive as
a 2015/2016 donor to CARE. If you have misplaced it or want to learn more, please
email Karyn Grant (kpgrant@me.com) or Wayne Mailloux (waynemailloux@me.com)
or go to CAREDM.org and click on Become a CARE STAR! Together We Win.

www.desertmountain.com
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The Youth Angels
Foundation = Education
by Erika Greaves, Youth Angels Chair
Youth Angels Foundation & Board
The “Youth Angels Foundation” is focused only on EDUCATION. Since 2005 The Youth Angels
Foundation Golf Event has grossed over $2,600,000.00. Initially proceeds of this event provided
funding to the Desert Foothills YMCA Building fund for the new Cave Creek YMCA. That project
was completed in 2009.
In 2010 our efforts were directed to a new MISSION: to support only Educational Programming.
Through the generosity of our sponsors and donors we continued to increase our ability to
provide more opportunities to deserving and eligible youth.
In 2014 we changed our name and the “Youth Angels Foundation” board voted unanimously to
spread our reach to new sources of need. “YAF,” under the umbrella of the Arizona Community
Foundation (ACF, a 501(c)(3), is are now able to reach out to many other organizations including
the Military.
Our Military outreach provides an opportunity for active duty and active duty reservists and
their immediate dependents who currently have the rank of E-6 or below to participate. The
expanded outreach will give “YAF” the opportunity to change the lives of even more disadvantaged
and eligible teens throughout Arizona and in the military.
Education has been and will continue to be our only focus, including scholarships to four year
universities, community colleges and/or trade schools.
Our ability to change the lives of these young people is only possible because of the generous
support of our Golf Event Sponsors, Donors, Desert Mountain members and staff and the Youth
Angels Foundation Board, past and present.

A big “THANK YOU” from all of us and all of the youth that you have
helped in the past and will help in the future!

MEGAN DAVIS, NAU

BRENT DAVILA, ASU

SOPHIE STEWART, PIMA CC

YAZMEEN QUINTERO, ASU

www.desertmountain.com
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Desert Mountain Members
Getting Involved
Are you looking to be more involved?
By Maureen Dobrow
A Desert Mountain Member Charity Coffee was offered
to members who are involved in our community to come
and share information and creative ideas about their
charities. It was a fun morning meeting member
advocates representing a diverse range of philanthropies.
If you would like to get involved and/or learn more about
the following charities please contact the following:
Linda Borman – Kachina Place is a non-profit organization providing therapeutic equestrian activities
using rescued and trained horses. Borman@msn.com,
www.Kachinasplace.org.
Vince Cimino – Astronaut Scholarship Foundation
awards scholarships to undergraduate Stem students to
pursue advanced education. vaciminojr@gmail.com,
www.astronautscholarship.org, (516) 967-9056.
Mary Goldthwaite – Arizona Musicfest engages audiences with music, educates and inspires youth through
enrichment programs, performance opportunities, and
more. Goldthwaite@aol.com, www.azmusicfest.org,
(480) 488-0806.
Rick Heiken – Kiwanis is dedicated to improving
the world, one child, one community at a time. rickheiken4903@gmail.com.
Ginny Holzemer – Foothills Community Foundation
provides resources to the foothills community for
education, community service and cultural enrichment.
LV2TU2@gmail.com, info@azfcf.org, (480) 488-1090.
Paulette Maslick – Help in Healing Home in the village at Mayo Clinic. A compassionate home away from
home supporting patients/caregivers recovery. Seeking
volunteers to host movie night, bake, teach a craft,
or help with projects. maslickfam@aol.com, helpinhealinghome@aol.com, (480) 609-1324.
Sylvia Owens – Desert Mountain CARE (Cancer
Awareness Research Education) promotes awareness,
knowledge about cancer through forums, seminars
and educational material to raise money to fund
local research, see page 11. Dowens428@aol.com,
www.caredm.org.
Georgann Shiely – Pediatric Cancer Camp in Seattle,
also involved in the Foothills Caring Corps. rocksiegms@aol.com.
Sheila Seaton – Desert Mountain Community
Foundation provides scholarships for Desert Mountain
employees and their families. Information is available
on the Desert Mountain website and page 15 of the
Nagonie. sratner@azboss.net.
Roz Skillman – Foothills Caring Corps promotes
independence and quality of life for our senior neighbors and disabled neighbors throughout the North
Valley. rdsrjs@gmail.com, FoothillsCaringCorps.com,
(480) 488-1105.
Jerry Strickland – Veteran’s Heritage Project provides
students from diverse backgrounds with an enriched
educational experience by connecting them with US military veterans in a nationally renowned oral history and
publication program founded by VHP in Arizona.
VeteransHeritage.org, (602) 571-1248, jcstrick@cox.net.
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Desert Mountain Links Players
Fellowship Men’s Bible Study
2nd and 4th Thursday of the month beginning
January 14, 2016
Cochise/Geronimo Men’s Grill | 7-8:00 a.m.
Coordinator: Jim Scotti
Links Fellowships are local gatherings of men who have a
love of golf and meet on a regular basis to study the Bible
together. The motto of Links Players is “Bringing golfers
together beyond the game”.
For more information on Links Players visit www.
linksplayers.com and click on the Fellowships tab. Also,
feel free to sign up to receive by email the Links Daily
Devotional described under the Devotional tab. Each
Thursday’s lesson will be based on one of these Daily
Devotionals. Lesson resources will be provided.
We hope to see you on January 14 to start this journey
at Desert Mountain. For questions or more information
please call Jim Scotti at (832) 859-9129 or by email at
jscotti1947@gmail.com

Desert Mountain Golf Croquet

Mountain Mallets Golf Croquet Week
— A BIG SUCCESS —
November 10 through 13 proved to be an eventful
and exciting week for golf croquet enthusiasts at
Desert Mountain. Beginning on Tuesday the 10th, the
Mountain Mallets hosted two of the world’s best
professional croquet players, Gene Young and Jeff Soo.
The festivities started at 3 p.m. on Tuesday with
Mountain Mallets members hosting Gene and Jeff for play on two very large playing
fields set up on the east side of the Outlaw golf practice range to kick off the Wine &
Wickets season. The greens staff, in particular Monte Varah, did an outstanding job
of setting up these 95' x 75' fields and Outlaw Club staff, headed by Zachary Hamel,
provided the excellent wine and food presentation.
During the following three days, Jeff and Gene guided both long-time and newly joining Mountain Mallets members through the intricacies of shot-making and strategy,
from beginning level through advanced. Two very interesting golf croquet rules clinics
then topped off their instruction. Like in golf, golf croquet operates with a very specific set of rules designed to facilitate fair and effective play while promoting a smooth
and time-effective play sequence per the international Croquet Federation and USCA
standards.
But fun and entertainment prevailed as well! Thursday night, Mountain Mallets
members gathered at Outlaw after dark for a wonderful dinner followed by a presentation by three astronomers and then a viewing of the heavens through three large
telescopes set outside the club and focused on distant planets and galaxies!

SONORAN SPEAKERS CLUB
C/G Clubhouse, third Tuesday of the month
5:30 p.m. cocktails | 6:00 p.m. dinner
7:00 p.m. presentation
January 19, 2016 — MAC KING
Las Vegas Comedy/Magic. The top ranked Mac King
Show has won Las Vegas Entertainer of the Year and Best
Magic Act. He will dazzle you, astound you and make
you laugh.
February 16, 2016 — DR. JACK HORNER
Director of the Museum of the Rockies, Jack is one of
the best known palaeontologists in the U.S. He was the
advisor to the movie, “Jurassic Park”. He discovered the
first evidence of parental care by dinosaurs.
March 15, 2016 — DAVID RM. ROEDER
One of the 52 diplomats and American citizens held for
444 days in the Iranian Hostage Crisis where they were
subject to beatings, solitary confinement and repeated
threats of execution.
April 19, 2016 —
LIEUTENANT COLONEL TODD BEER
He piloted Air Force One during the Bill Clinton and
George W. Bush administrations and the terrorist attacks
on September 11, 2001. He recounts stories of his experiences, how an ordinary guy found himself in extraordinary circumstances, and how the commitment to
excellence he learned in the Air Force helped him during
that troubling time. He is casual and colloquial, and his
inside recollections are full of interesting, never-heardbefore insights into the lives of both presidents. Beer is
also the pilot with the most flight time on Air Force One.
If interested, please contact Dawn Hopkins at (480) 4882219. Visit the member website for more information.

As we start our new season at Desert Mountain, we celebrate the many new folks who
have joined us, and also extend a hand of welcome to any and all others who think
they would enjoy finding out more about this wonderful sport. So if this sounds
interesting to you, come join us as our guests each Tuesday evening at the field behind
Outlaw Clubhouse for wine and cheese, and of course, the chance to pick up a real
croquet mallet and play this very interesting game with us.

DESERT MOUNTAIN QUILTERS
Fridays in 2016
January 8, February 5, March 4, April 1, May 6
C/G Sunset Terrace | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Please join in the fun this fall! Start a quilt or finish one
that has been sitting in your closet! Our members are
happy to help. All levels of hand or machine quilting
are welcome! Also, if you have a stash of fabric or supplies
sitting around that you no longer want, please contact
Joan Messenger. We will put yours and your Grandma’s
fabric to good use!
Questions? Contact joanmessenger@comcast.net

If you have an interest in desert
plants, flowers, or edibles, do
come and join us.
For more information and
location, please contact John
Shanholt at (480) 292-9635.
4-6 p.m. | C/G Sunset Terrace

www.desertmountain.com

Tuesday, January 26
Monday, February 22
Monday, March 21
Monday, April 25
Monday, May 9
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EXPO! RAISES $95,000 FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
The Desert Mountain Community Foundation
Expo! which was held on October 23, was a
great success again—raising $95,000 for the
DMCF Scholarship Fund for Desert Mountain
employees and their families. Here are some of
the The Expo! 2015 highlights:
• 350 Desert Mountain members attended Expo!
• 42 exhibitors participated in Expo! providing members with information about everything from health and travel to real estate services.
• 26 fabulous raffle prizes were awarded and the raffle was completely sold
out. The top prize of free golf carts for a year going to Kelley Reese.
• 2 sets of golf clubs, with fittings, were awarded as drawing prizes to
Jan Evenson and Warren Kettlewell - Congratulations to all!
• 12 Desert Mountain Scholars acted as Expo! guides, greeting members
and helping with the event
• A wonderful wine tasting was enjoyed by many members
The DMCF would like to thank all of the members who attended as
well as those that purchased raffle tickets. Expo! is growing every year, with
more and more exhibitors wanting to participate. Of course, the event could

DMCF Chair Ann Melsheimer
with DMCF Scholars

DMCF Scholars Nick Anderson, Taryn Carbol,
and Genesis Dunigan.

never have happened without the wonderful support of the Desert
Mountain Club and Desert Mountain Master Association staff.
To honor the 2015 DMCF Scholars, a luncheon was held at Apache on
October 24 with the DMCF Board and Keli Greenberg. Each scholar told
their own story and each one was so grateful for the help the Scholarship
Fund has been able to give them to further their education. One of the
scholars, Maria Guadalupe Valle Carrera, daughter of a Desert Mountain
employee, shared this with all of us:
“Thank you very much for your donation. I am a determined student, pursuing her dream to become a Nurse Practitioner. Your donation to me, means much
more than just money. It represents the trust you have put in my hands, to make
the most of that money, and to truly go after my goals, without having a monetary obstacle, and succeed in every possible way. Believe me that I have gotten
to this point in my life pushing through hardships, and venturing through open
doors. Each experience has helped me grow into the woman I am today,
beginning a new chapter in her life. I am glad that you will be a part of this new
adventure, and not only watch me succeed, but also be a part of it.”
Now you can help, too. Please go to www.desertmountainfoundation.org
and make a gift to the DMCF Scholarship Fund for our employees and
their families.

Scholar Gaby Keller with DM employee
Francine Keller, Board Member Chuck
Harrison and Matt Melsheimer, Member.

DMCF Strategic Partner Russ Lyon|Sotheby’s
Shawn Chappel with DMCF Board Member
Steve Ketterer.

PINNACLE AVIATION
PUTTING CHAMPION!

Congratulations to Greg Caster,
the 2015 Pinnacle Aviation Putting Champion!

Greg attempted the 65-foot putt for the choice of a fabulous
trip for 8 to Bandon Dunes, Pelican Hill or Jackson Hole. It
was a great attempt…the distance was perfect…but sadly, the
putt was wide right of the hole. Greg did win a box of Pro V1
golf balls and the sterling trophy as well as a $500 credit book
from the Desert Mountain golf shops.
Thank you, too, to all those who participated and helped raise
$2,300 for the Desert Mountain Community Foundation
Scholarship Fund.
The DMCF thanks Pinnacle Aviation for their support of the
Scholarship Fund and for providing the opportunity for
Desert Mountain members and their guests to participate in
the Putting Challenge. We look forward to next year!
www.desertmountain.com
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— MILESTONES & ACHIEVEMENTS —

Mike Hobin - Cairo to Cape Town,
a Cycling Adventure
Why would anyone want to ride a bike 7,500 miles (12,076 km) through 10 countries in
Africa? To be honest we aren’t quite sure, but after some deliberation, Mike Hobin, a Desert
Mountain member, thinks it is all about the adventure…a challenge for certain, but a great
opportunity to learn about different cultures, meet some extraordinary people and see the
world at a pace and perspective that few would ever get to enjoy.

CARS & COFFEE
Join us the last Saturday of the month
from 8-10 a.m. in the Jim Flick Golf
Performance Center parking lot. Please
bring your favorite car, and invite your
friends to join in. Desert Mountain will
provide coffee, hot chocolate and a
picturesque location to park your car
and meet your friends. Mark your
calendars for Desert Mountain’s Cars
and Coffee. If you have any suggestions
please contact Paul, paul@kalenian.com,
Steve, stevenharper19@msn.com or
Chuck, 28rolle@gmail.com.

Mid-January 2016, Mike will be joining a tour group called Tour d’Afrique in Cairo, Egypt
(www.tourdafrique.com) and will begin a 121-day camping trip, traversing the African
continent. Starting along the Nile we’ll take in the Pyramids, Luxor and the many wonders
of the Egyptian civilization. He anticipates the most difficult part of the journey, to be eight
days in the Sahara desert of Sudan. No question, it will be a taxing stretch, but many cyclists
have said the Sudanese are among the world’s friendliest people. Some difficult
riding in the highlands of Ethiopia will follow the hot, dusty days in the Sudan. Ethiopia is
supposed to have the most spectacular landscapes, as well as the most unique and ancient
cultures. They will continue their journey south through Kenya, where Mike will leave the
group for a couple of days to visit with Julie McGowan at the Kimbilio hospice in western
Kenya. Julie is the founder of The Living Room, (www.livingroominternational.com) a
NGO started in 2009. He says she is the most amazing person he has ever met. Her entire
life is all about giving, loving and caring for others. They are currently making plans to build
a second hospice outside Eldoret and he hopes his fundraising efforts will be a big boost to
their success.
Mike will then meet back up with the group in Arusha, Tanzania and get another glimpse
at Mt. Kilimanjaro before cycling down into Malawi. Despite the poverty, the scenery in
Malawi is breathtaking. The group will cycle along the shores of Lake Malawi through the
many fishing villages, before crossing west into Zambia. Cycling through the thinly
populated countryside, they’ll make their way to the famous Victoria Falls, one of the seven
wonders of the world. Who knows, maybe Mike will even do a little bungee jumping off
the Zambezi River Bridge, the third highest bungee jump in the world.
The next week includes the longest and flattest cycling days on the tour including six
countries in seven days. They will ride through Botswana, home to some 11,000 elephants.
They say it’s more than likely they will have to slow down and keep their distance as one or
more of these prehistoric creatures take ownership of the road. The final leg starts in
Windhoek, Namibia and where they will cycle southwest on dirt and sandy roads through the
Namib Desert, known for the largest sand dunes in the world. Wider mountain bike tires for
this difficult stretch will be necessary as they hit the border of South Africa. Few countries
match the natural beauty and wealth of this part of the world and it will all come to an end in
the cosmopolitan city of Cape Town.
You can follow his cycling adventure at www.mphcyclingadventures.com as he hopes to
keep the site as current as possible.

UPSCALE SINGERS
SAVE THE DATE!
The Upscale Singers with the Upscale Kids are
doing their annual Broadway Show on Friday,
April 8, 2016. This spring it will be medleys from
South Pacific; Fiddler on the Roof; Beautiful, the
Carole King Musical; Peter Pan; and a tribute to
Jule Styne. Tickets for dinner at C/G and the show
are $65. Call Barbara Kerner at (480) 575-0188.

www.desertmountain.com
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The Health Benefits of
Horseback Riding
There is a common misconception that horseback riding isn’t physical. Contrary
to popular belief, riding a horse is physically demanding and requires intense
muscle use, muscle memory and coordination. Riding can be physically and
mentally rewarding.
The most common thing a guide hears after the ride is; “I didn’t know I had that
muscle”. This is because in addition to burning calories, specific muscles are
required in our abs, legs, and back to stay upright in the saddle. Horseback riding
requires intense amounts of body control. Gaining this body control also increases self-confidence.
Until you get used to handling them, horses can seem somewhat daunting.
Horses are large and powerful, which creates a natural opportunity for people to
overcome fear and develop confidence. The size and power of the horse are intimidating to many, so accomplishing a task involving horses creates confidence, and
supplies powerful metaphors for dealing with other challenging situations in life. In
other words, horses provide vast opportunities for metaphorical learning. Using
metaphors in discussion or activity is an effective technique when working with
even the most challenging individuals or groups (“Be as Strong,” 2002).
Of course, once you get to know them, just being around horses seems to
naturally relieve stress. Not only does equine therapy provide individuals who are
dealing with stress the chance to educate themselves on decreasing their hyperarousal, encourage positive expression and promote their self-esteem, but it also
serves as a place where individuals can come to get their minds off the stress of
their everyday lives. Removing themselves from their usual environments and
working in a therapeutic setting can decrease stress by helping an individual
engage themselves in a fun and progressive hobby that benefits their overall
mental and physical health.
In addition, horseback riding can also increase your patience and focus. Just
like with so many other animals, horses require a fair amount of patience. Not
only that, but when around horses, you have to pay close attention to detail a
nd remained focused at all times. There are endless studies proving the benefits of
equine activity for children, andpeople in need of a healing process.
The benefits of horseback riding are as numerous as the types of disabilities and
conditions served. Research shows that students who participate in therapeutic
riding can experience physical, emotional, and mental rewards (NARHA, 1999).
Many riders experience a connection to the horse that few sports can create.
When riding at The Ranch you are learning from instructors who have nurtured
their lifelong passion by transferring knowledge among other enthusiasts, professional instruction, and countless miles in the saddle. While at first it may seem
difficult, when you learn a new skill with horses, the rewards are exceptional!

Looking for the
Perfect Gift for Spring
Break Visitors?
Purchase a gift certificate for a Desert
Mountain horseback ride. You can
choose a one-hour ride, a two-hour ride or a completely customized outing by
Windwalker Expeditions, our horseback riding experts. Certificates are available
at the horse barn at The Ranch from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.



Luxury Camping
with H2R Expeditions
Sippin’ at Sunset - Wednesdays from January 6 through
February 11, H2R Expeditions will have fireside Happy
Hours at The Ranch from 4:30-6:30 p.m. $45 per person
includes hors d’oeuvres, beer and wine. Call Member
Services at (480) 488-1363 to register.
Cooking Campside - Tuesday, January 26, join H2R’s
Ranch Chef Barbara Kennedy at The Ranch. The cooking class theme is “Dutch Oven”. Sign up through the
DM website or call Member Services at (480) 488-1363.
Classes are limited to 12 people. Dutch Oven concept
will feature Chicken, Roasted Vegetables and Cobbler.
Valentine’s Day Ranch Escape - Book your Luxury
Camping overnight between February 11 and 14 for a
special menu, complimentary champagne and our
amazing Hot Strawberry Shortcake.
Ranch Cook Off - Sunday, February 21. More details
coming soon.
Overnight Camping - To book an overnight visit at The
Ranch, go to the Desert Mountain member website
under Lifestyle/The Ranch/Luxury Camping and complete the request form, or you can visit www.h2rexpeditions for available dates and more detailed information.
We still have overnight camping in January available, as
well as March 27 and 28.
Please call Ashley Hammer at (480) 510-5365 to make a
reservation or email mike@h2rexpeditions.com and we
will contact you.

www.desertmountain.com
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MEMBER SERVICES

Member Services - Your One-Stop Shop for Activities & Entertainment
Kathy Wyckoff, Director of Member Services

The Desert Mountain 2016 Calendar is Here!
Enclosed is your Desert Mountain calendar for 2016. Check out the colorful images that
capture Desert Mountain’s distinctive lifestyle. From our many amenities to our stunning
Sonoran Desert views and wildlife, 2016 never looked better! Wishing you and your family
a very Happy New Year!

LADIES NIGHT OUT

FLORAL DESIGN 101

O CANADA

The Wonderful World of Pearls

Floral Arrangement Classes

Dinner Show & Musical Tribute

Come mingle with friends amidst pearl
treasures of the sea and enjoy an elegant
evening where Chef Sean O’Connell will
also be creating some fabulous pearl and
oyster treasures of his own, accompanied
with signature, themed beverages.
Our guest speaker is a global pearl
producer who will deliver this fascinating
and fun presentation about the world of
pearls. All ladies attending will receive a
beautiful pair of pearl stud earrings
compliments of “Love the Pearls” as our
gift for coming!

Flowers are nature’s gifts, and now
you can share them too! Join Arizona
Master Florist and Arizona State Florist
Professional, Rosemary Worrell for a
variety of floral design classes.

A 90-minute musical performance from
exciting performers representing four
of the greatest singers from Canada.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15

d
TUESDAY, JANUARY 12
Winter White Swirls
Winter white blooms with a modern twist

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9
Boxed Roses - Beautifully presented roses
in gift boxes for yourself and others

TUESDAY, MARCH 15
Reception and pearl
presentation in Sunset Terrace
and action stations in the
dining room/Mixed Grill
6-9:00 p.m. | $75
BOOK ONLINE OR
CALL MEMBER SERVICES
AT (480) 488-1363.
48-HOUR CANCELLATION POLICY

Tropical Blooms - Long-lasting tropical
blooms and upscale design

TUESDAY, APRIL 12
Indoor Plant Scape - A garden in a
beautiful basket with fresh floral accents

THURSDAY, MAY 5
Happy Hedge - A cheery mix of blossoms
peek out from within a hedge of stems
and branches

4-5:30 P.M. | $65 PER CLASS
C/G SUNSET TERRACE

CELINE DION
Performed by: Brigitte Valdez

MICHAEL BUBLE
Performed by: Adam Lucas

PAUL ANKA
Performed by: Buster Maxwell

SHANIA TWAIN
Performed by: Donna Huber

FRIDAY, MARCH 18
$100 PER PERSON
6 p.m. Reception
6:30 p.m. Plated 3-Course Dinner
8 p.m. 90-minute Performance
BOOK ONLINE OR
CALL MEMBER SERVICES
AT (480) 488-1363.
48-HOUR CANCELLATION POLICY

72-hour cancellation policy for these classes,
as materials are purchased in advance.

BOOK ONLINE OR
CALL MEMBER SERVICES
AT (480) 488-1363.

d
Please watch the Desert Mountain Weekly email blast and website for information on all Desert Mountain events.
www.desertmountain.com
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Live Long & Prosper
Health and Wellness Lecture Series
Paint a masterpiece while sipping
wine. Instructor is local artist Nancy
Troupe who will guide you through
specific art themes. Reservations for these events can be
made on the member website or by calling Member Services.

C/G Sunset Terrace | 5:30-7:30 p.m. | $45
includes painting, supplies, light hors d’oeuvres and a glass of wine.
48-hour cancellation policy

MONDAY, JANUARY 11
Morning Rooster

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15
Moonlit Cherry Blossom

MONDAY, MARCH 14
Fruit Series - 2 canvas painting class - $55

MONDAY, APRIL 11
Pop Art Your Pet

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6
“Men’s Health Updates”
C/G Sunset Terrace | 4 p.m. Presentation and Q&A
5 p.m. Reception | Complimentary cocktail reception
Sponsored by Mayo Clinic | Speaker: Dr. Erik Castle
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
“The Molecular Medicine Initiative (MMI)
at HonorHealth Research Institute”
“MMI the New Frontier in Cancer Research and Treatment”
C/G Sunset Terrace | 4 p.m. Presentation and Q&A
5 p.m. Reception | Complimentary cocktail reception
Sponsored by HonorHealth
Speakers:
Erkut Borazanci - M.D., M.S. Medical Oncology/Clinical Investigator
Jasgit C. Sachdev - M.D. Associate Professor, Clinical Translational
Research Division Translational Genomics Research Institute (TGen)
Clinical Research Investigator
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16
“Cardiac Rehab & Preventative Techniques for Cardiovascular Health”
C/G Sunset Terrace | 4 p.m. Presentation and Q&A
5 p.m. Reception | Complimentary cocktail reception
Sponsored by Mayo Clinic | Speaker: Dr. Robert Scales
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6
“Rapid Recovery Total Hip & Knee Replacement”
C/G Sunset Terrace | 4 p.m. Presentation and Q&A
5 p.m. Reception | Complimentary cocktail reception
Sponsored by HonorHealth
Speaker: Judd E. Cummings, M.D. - Orthopedic surgeon, specializing
in joint replacements, musculoskeletal oncology, and adult/pediatrics

Speaker Event - Governor Doug Ducey
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9

PITSTOP AUTO DETAILING

Cochise/Geronimo Clubhouse
6-7 p.m. Reception with State Representatives
(Ladies Library)

Returns to Thursdays beginning January 7
Auto detailing is back at the Cochise/Geronimo Clubhouse on
Thursdays beginning January 7. If you would like to schedule your
vehicle in advance for a detail or wash you may book online
through the event calendar or call Member Services at (480) 4881363. Reservations are recommended for detailing services versus
basic washes, however, PitStop will do their best to accommodate
your needs, or schedule another time. Just pull into valet and we
will take it from there.

7-8 p.m. Opportunity to hear your
Governor’s state of the state address
(Sunset Terrace)
State representatives to attend:
Michelle Ugenti
John Kavanaugh
Jay Lawrence
Call Member Services to sign up.

$30 per person includes heavy hors d’oeuvres, tax & gratuity.
Cash bar. | Hosted by member Arch McGill.

www.desertmountain.com
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DMMA UPDATED CONTACT INFORMATION
Please remember that the Desert Mountain
Homeowner’s Association phone numbers and
email addresses have all changed. Please update
your contacts so they can provide you the best
service possible. Member Services will no longer
have the ability to transfer your call internally.

DMMA PHONE NUMBERS
Main Office Line:
Main Office Fax:
Design Review:

480-635-5600
480-488-7484
480-635-5605

Owners Services (OSB):
Main Gate:
DHE Gate:

480-635-5610
480-635-5630
480-635-5635

EMAIL ADDRESSES
Kevin Pollock, PCAM, Community Manager
Jacob Marshall, CMCA, Village/Finance Mgr.
Bill Fultz, Director of Security
Bruce Spilka, Operations Coordinator
Dana Bondon, Administrative Manager
Tim Fischer, Information Systems Admin.
Tony DiGeronimo, Asst. Operations Coord.
Trisha Cardenas, Office Administrator
Donna Hardin, Administrative Coordinator
Vicky Harjung, Administrative Coordinator
Chrissi Armer, Receptionist

kpollock@desertmtHOA.com
jmarshall@desertmtHOA.com
bfultz@desertmtHOA.com
bspilka@desertmtHOA.com
dbondon@desertmtHOA.com (Design Review)
tfischer@desertmtHOA.com
tdigeronimo@desertmtHOA.com
tcardenas@desertmtHOA.com (Home Caretaking)
dhardin@desertmtHOA.com (Master and Village)
vharjung@desertmtHOA.com (Security & Ops)
carmer@desertmtHOA.com (OSB)

DESERT MOUNTAIN CLUB
OFFERS

ELECTRONIC
STATEMENTS
AND AUTOMATIC
PAYMENT!
Save time, money and
eliminate paper. Sign up today
and go green!
Simply call (480) 595-4246
or email
clubbilling@desertmt.com

how to reach us at nagonie
If you have comments, photos or story ideas that you would like
considered for publication in Nagonie, please contact us at:
editorial team
Kathy Wyckoff (kwyckoff@desertmt.com), Crystal Hillis, Sandy Painter
GRAPHIC DESIGN
Maryann Krusniak

Nagonie is the official newsletter
for Desert Mountain residents
and members of the
Desert Mountain Club.
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